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(Spoiler alert. Do not do any of these 
things.) If you were in an accident involving 
a downed overhead power line, would you 
get out of the car and run? If you saw a 
car accident involving a downed line or 
damaged green box, would you run to the 
scene to help? If you saw a downed line 
across a road, would you approach it or try 
to move it?
Any of these actions can cause serious 
injury or electrocution (death). Downed 
lines and other damaged equipment can 
energize the ground, nearby people, and 
objects. Never go near a downed power 
line or try to move it with an object. 
Electricity can jump from a wire or object to 
you to find the quickest path to ground.

The safest place to be after an accident 
involving a downed power line is inside 
your vehicle. Unless your vehicle is on 
fire or giving off smoke, here is what you 
should do:

1  Stay inside your vehicle.

2  Call 9-1-1 and report that there are 
downed or damaged power lines.

3  Try to remain calm.

4  Wait for the utility crew to arrive to 
deenergize the power.

5  Do not get out until someone from 
the utility says it is safe to do so.

If you must get out of the vehicle because 
it is on fire, cross your arms over your 
chest and make a clean, solid jump out, 
then intentionally hop with your feet 
together as far away as you can. If you are 
unable to make solid hops, shuffle with 
your feet close together.
When you exit, do not touch the vehicle 
and the ground at the same time. You 
could become electricity’s path to 
ground from touch potential (touching 
something energized and the ground at 
the same time).
Hopping helps avoid step potential (placing 
each foot at a different voltage). When 
electricity escapes into the ground, it is 
likened to ripples in a pond, with each 
ripple representing a different voltage.

While typically not an everyday occurrence, overhead 
power lines, padmount transformers (green boxes) or other 
electrical equipment can become damaged due to storms, 
fires, car accidents, animal interference or from a car slipping 
off the road, for example.

To learn more about electrical safety, 
visit SafeElectricity.org.
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MEC will send one student delegate 
to represent MEC at the Youth Tour 
in Washington, D.C. on June 17-23, 
2023. This all expenses-paid trip is a 
unique opportunity for a high school 
sophomore or junior whose parents 
are MEC members. Call 541-536-2126 
option 5, for additional information. 
The deadline to apply is Tuesday, 
January 31, 2023. Check out our 
new online application option at 
midstatelectric.com/youth-tour.

Budget Billing could help you 
manage your winter bills
If you have been a member of Midstate 
Electric for 12 months or more, you may 
qualify for the Budget Billing Program. 
Budget Billing adds your last twelve 
month’s electrical usage together to arrive 
at an estimated electric bill; the estimated 
electric bill is then divided by twelve 
to calculate your monthly budget bill 
amount. Budget accounts recalculate each 
November. Accounts with larger balances 
may require more frequent review. You 
also have the opportunity to save 1.5% by 
paying your bill within 10 days of the billing 
date. With Budget Billing, your budget 

payment will stay the same all year long, 
thus helping to minimize the impact of 
winter bills. For more information, please 
call our Member Service Department at 
541-536-2126, option 3.

Take advantage of this deal on your upcoming holiday travel. 
The Co-op Connections discount program through Midstate Electric 
can help you save money on your next car rental.  
Avis is one of many national businesses who offer discounts 
through our free member benefit program. Avis provides co-
op members discounts of up to 25% on rental cars as well as 
unlimited mileage for rentals returned to the same city.  

If you are interested in getting this discount, you can book your 
rental online at https://www.avis.com/en/corporate/A403800 
using Promotion Code: AWD# A403890. If you prefer to make 
your reservation over the phone, call 800-331-1212 and be sure to 
mention your Avis Worldwide Discount number, A403890, when 
making your reservation. 

Reach out to our Marketing & Communications department to 
learn more about discounts available to you through the Co-op 
Connections program at 541-536-2126, option 5. We can also 
send you one of our newly designed Co-op Connections cards for 
your wallet or keychain.

Have a safe and  
happy Thanksgiving!
Our office will be closed for the 
holiday. In case of an outage, our 
after-hours outage line,  
800-752-5935, is open 24 hours a 
day to assist you.

Thank you to the members who 
participated in our “13 days of 
Thanksgiving” contest last month. 
We have your entries and will draw 
the names of our 13 lucky members 
each business day until November 
22nd.  Make sure to look out for our 
call because you might be one of 
the Thanksgiving turkey winners!

Midstate’s Rocking the Stocking Giveaway 
Christmas is the season of light, and Midstate wants to light up the 
lives of two lucky children from our service territory! Midstate elves 
are stuffing two GIANT stockings with presents to be raffled off to 
two of our member’s children. Contest Rules: Must be a child of a 
Midstate member between the ages of 4 - 12 years old.

Youth
Tour Tour 

Return to: MEC Marketing & Communications Department in person or by mail at PO Box 127, La Pine, OR 97739.

Member Name Member Phone

Child Name Child Gender Child Age

To enter the contest, complete this form and return to MEC by November 23rd.

City State Zip Code

Address

Washington, D.C. 


