
Fr iends  Stay Connected

Like us on 
Facebook

Follow us on 
Twitter

Touchstone Energy® Co-op 
Connections® Update 
The Co-op Connections Card is a money-
saving member benefit program that 
provides valuable local and national 
discounts. The most widely used benefit of 
the card, the pharmacy discount, has saved 
members $1,007,942 since June 2009. 
Call (541) 536-2126 for additional 
information or if you need a Co-op 
Connections Card.

Operation Round Up®
You can support 
worth-while 
projects in 
MEC’s service 
area by 
rounding up 
your monthly 
electric bill 
to the next 
whole dollar. 
Every penny donated is used to support 
charitable causes and nonprofit 
community services and programs. 

Call (541) 536-2126 option 3 to sign up. 
Single donations can be made by mailing 
a separate check to Operation Round 
Up®, PO Box 127, La Pine, OR 97739.

MIDSTATE 
CONNECTION
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Office Hours: 7:00 am-5:30 pm, Monday-Thursday
Closed Fridays & Holidays  

Business Hours: 541-536-2126
After Hours Outages: 800-752-5935

The Oregon Rural Electric Cooperative Association (ORECA) and electric 
co-ops across Oregon are embarking on an ambitious project to electrify 
a remote village in the mountains of Guatemala. In April, a team of more 
than a dozen volunteer linemen and electrical experts from Oregon 
cooperatives will bring power to an area that has none, creating a 
foundation for the village to achieve future economic prosperity and 
experience an improved quality of life.
The team of volunteers, including one 
of MEC’s linemen, will build an electrical 
distribution system in the village of Aldea 
Montanita de la Virgen, in the district 
of Jalapa, a mountainous region with 
steep hillsides in the southeastern part 
of the country.  The village has 60 two-
to-three-room homes. The center of the 
village has three structures: a church, a 
community/health center, and a three-
room schoolhouse – all without electricity. 
Locals live humbly without running 
water, food refrigeration, or the use of 
electronic appliances. The community is 
self-sustaining. The residents live on what 
they grow, including corn, beans, bananas, 
watermelons, squash, fruits, chickens, 
turkeys and game hens. They cook on 

wood stoves in poorly ventilated kitchens. 
They grow coffee to sell for income.

The Oregon Empowers Guatemala team 
coordinated through the National Rural 
Electric Cooperative Association’s (NRECA) 
philanthropic arm, NRECA International, 
will wire all 60 homes and the three 
community buildings for electricity. The 
project will include 3.1 miles of primary line 
and 2.5 miles of secondary line. 

Oregon’s electric cooperatives have 
established a 501(c) (3) not-for profit 
Oregon Empowers Foundation, to 
support this cause and work in the state 
of Oregon. All contributions are tax-
deductible. To learn more about how to 
contribute and for information on the 
project, visit www.oregonempowers.com.



Manage your electric account 24/7 by 
accessing SmartHub at www.mse.coop.  

With SmartHub, you can:
• Pay your bill online
• Monitor energy use
• View billing history
• Receive notifications via email or 

text message
• Report 

outages and 
track outage 
restoration 
progress

• Check MECs 
news feed

The Center of Member 
Engagement

Join MEC and BPA in supporting wind power. You will:
• Send a clear message that you not only 

believe in clean, sustainable wind power, 
you’re doing something about it.

• Know that an equal amount of BPA 
system power is replaced with wind power.

• Support renewable research, 
development/demonstration projects 

and educational programs in the Pacific 
Northwest.

Sign up for Environmentally Preferred Wind 
Power by Earth Day - April 22, 2020 and you 
will be entered to win a $100 credit on your 
electric bill. For as little as $5.00 a month, you 
can show your support for wind power.

Midstate Electric Cooperative purchases Environmentally 
Preferred Wind Power from the Bonneville Power Administration.

SMOKE ALARMS
Smoke alarms should 
be in every bedroom 
and in the common 
areas on each floor 
of a home. Test your 
smoke alarms every 
month and replace 
the battery at least 
once a year.

CARBON 
MONOXIDE 
DETECTORS
CO alarms should be 
installed in a central 
location outside each 
bedroom and on every 
level of the home. Test 
your CO alarms every 
month and replace the 
battery at least once 
a year.  

Daylight Saving Time begins every year on the second Sunday in March. This year it 
begins Sunday, March 8, 2020. As you set your clocks forward one hour, the National 
Safety Council recommends reviewing the following spring safety checklist:

BE PREPARED FOR EMERGENCIES
Have a home and car emergency kit. The Federal Emergency 
Management Agency says an emergency kit should include 
one gallon of water per day for each person, at least a 
three-day supply of food, flashlight and batteries, first 
aid kit, filter mask, plastic sheeting and duct tape. Visit 
the FEMA website, www.ready.gov for a complete list and 
additional safety information. 

Wind Power

MEC’S ANNUAL MEETING – SATURDAY, MAY 9, 2020 – LA PINE HIGH SCHOOL

MEC’s

Scholarship 
Program
MEC is offering seven $2,500 
scholarships for the 2020-2021 school 
year. To qualify for the scholarship, 
members must meet the following 
eligibility requirements:
• Applicants’ primary residence must 

be served by MEC.
• Applicant must meet the entrance 

requirements of the elected school. 
• College/Technical/Line Worker 

school must be an accredited 
school.

The deadline for submitting the 
application and all required materials 
is Monday, May 4. For more information 
call (541) 536-2126 option 5. 

Spring Forward, Review Safety Checklist

Address

Signature

City State Zip Code

Name Phone MEC Account #

I understand this is an additional charge accepted voluntarily by me to 
purchase wind power. I agree to pay the additional amount I have selected.

Investments in

 200 kWh $15.00

 400 kWh $10.00

 600 kWh $15.00

 800 kWh $20.00

 1,000 kWh $25.00

 1,200 kWh $30.00

 1,400 kWh $35.00

Other   


